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Executive Director's Message
The Hebrew word for charity "tzedakah" simply means
"justice". Obtaining justice in a family law case is made
vastly more difficult by the fact that more than 80% of
the families appearing in Los Angeles' Family Law
courtrooms do so without an attorney by their side. It is
more difficult for the judicial officer to obtain the
information needed to make a just decision and it is more
difficult for those decisions to be made in a timely manner.
In family law cases, justice delayed often truly is justice
denied. Perhaps because a child must wait months to see
a parent or perhaps because a newly single, previously
stay at home parent desperately requires support to avoid
homelessness while seeking employment.
A self-represented litigant in a family law courtroom
requires extra court time and resources-things which are
in short supply during the drastic cuts being made to the
courts during the economic crisis. The extra resources
needed to help a self represented litigant obtain justice
delays not just his or her case, but the cases of the other
litigants waiting for their day in court.
In this issue you will find the story of Peter and his
daughter Maisy. For weeks Peter did not know where his
daughter was or if she was even alive. He was unable to
obtain help from the police or by representing himself in
court. Peter and Maisy's story is just one example of the
hundreds of families each year that do not have to stand
alone in a family law courtroom because of the help
provided by Levitt & Quinn Family Law Center.
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It is your support that makes Levitt & Quinn's work
possible. Thank you. Please help Levitt & Quinn Family Law
Center continue to provide free and affordable legal
representation to families by making a charitable donation
today. For other ways to be part of the work of Levitt &
Quinn, please visit our website at www.levittquinn.org.
However you decide to give, I promise we will put your
contribution to good work every day. *Client's name
changed to protect privacy.

Tory Burch Shopping
Benefit in Beverly Hills
Just in time for Mother's Day

Tai Glenn

Donate a Computer
and Support Levitt &
Quinn's Mission
Levitt & Quinn is in need of
five computers for its interns
and volunteers. If you have
a gently used computer that
is a few years old and will
run Windows 2010 please
email
jarchilla@levittquinn.org to
make a tax deductible
donation.

Major Donors
To read about donors that
share our vision click here
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Board President's Message
The members of the Board of Directors work hard to
provide the resources that are needed to fund the work of
Levitt and Quinn. They also provide oversight of the
program and set policy. On occasion I use this column to
highlight individuals who have been especially helpful to
me and to Levitt & Quinn. In this issue, I salute Elizabeth
Potter Scully.
Liz is a very busy Family Law Attorney with the law firm of
Jacobson Scully Shebby LLP. A California native, Elizabeth
received her A.B. in Classics (Latin) magna cum laude from
Harvard, and her J.D. from the University of California
Hastings College of Law in 1996. Her practice is devoted
to Family Law and she is certified as a Family Law
Specialist by the State Bar Board of Legal Specialization.
Los Angeles Magazine recognized her as a Super Lawyers
Rising Star for 2006, 2007, 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012.
She has represented over seventy-five children in
contested custody matters in Probate and Family Court.
Liz joined the board in 2006 and in spite of
her busy schedule always says "yes" when
asked and has contributed so much to the
Center. Liz was a member of the Search
Committee for an Executive Director this
past year. Liz serves on the Governance
Committee which is charged with educating
new board members, assessing the work of
the current board and recommending future
board members for consideration.
Liz has connected us to donors who have collectively
provided more than $10,000 each of the past few years
and more than $15,000 in many instances. She is quite
simply a wonderful board member who strongly believes in
our mission and communicates it so that it resonates to
others. Her counsel is invaluable and we sincerely thank
her for all her contributions.
Sincerely,

Dinah

Missing Child Returned Safely to Father
Peter* shared custody of his seven year old daughter
Maisy* with her mother. Peter was terrified when he
arrived at school to pick her up one Wednesday and she
was not there. Maisy was nowhere to be found and Peter
had no idea where she was or if she was safe. When her
mother did not respond to any of Peter's frantic phone
calls, Peter went to the police and was told that nothing
could be done without a court order. Maisy's father went
to court on his own and filed his own paperwork, but his
request was denied. Maisy had been missing for three
weeks and Peter did not know where to turn. He was
referred to Levitt & Quinn Family Law Center by the court.
With the help of Levitt and Quinn attorney Amanda
Fleming, Peter obtained an order for a District Attorney
search through which the mother and daughter were
found living in Texas. After the mother and child were
located and Peter knew his daughter was safe-he was
able to reach an agreement regarding custody with Levitt
& Quinn's help and Peter is back in Maisy's life. *Names
changed to protect privacy.

Volunteer Jose Barajas
Jose has volunteered more than 300
hours at Levitt & Quinn since graduating
from the University of California San Diego
while awaiting admission to law school. He
conducts initial intake and explains our
intake process to applicants. Jose
impressed the Levitt & Quinn staff by
quickly learning to navigate the
application process in which he gathers
information from applicants and summarizes it for the
attorney conducting the applicant's consultation. Jose has
worked closely with Director of Legal Services Lucia Reyes
in preparing pleadings for many of the dozens of low
income families who come to Levitt & Quinn seeking to add
a child to their family through adoption. Jose's interest in
legal services includes administration and he has worked
closely with Executive Director Tai Glenn to implement
new volunteer and donor databases. Summarizing his
volunteer work, Jose said, "The opportunity to observe
the impact of access to affordable legal services on low
income families has reaffirmed my commitment to a career
in public interest law."

The Law Offices of Robert W. Eisfelder PC and
Phillips Lerner, A Law Corporation Sponsor
Levitt & Quinn's Winter Newsletter.
The Law Offices of Robert W. Eisfelder and Phillips Lerner
are honored to sponsor Levitt & Quinn's newsletter. In the
words of Robert W. Eisfelder: "L&Q is a unique non-profit
organization and stands for justice in its pure form. L&Q
provides affordable family law legal services to working
families who are in need of counseling and we are
privileged to be a sponsor of the L&Q newsletter that
educates our legal community."
Beginning in the fall of this year, Phillips Lerner and The
Law Offices Robert W. Eisfelder announced to the legal
community that they will be collaborating to achieve
continuing excellence in the representation of individuals
in their struggle to obtain equitable results in matrimonial
litigation. Our goal is to be counselors and advisors to
those who seek our representation.

How You Can Support Levitt & Quinn Family
Law Center
In many ways, Levitt & Quinn Family Law Center can be
measured by the overall financial commitment and
participation of its donors. Approximately, 50% of Levitt &
Quinn's operating budget is from law firms, corporations,
foundations and individuals. By contributing to Levitt &
Quinn, you ensure that we can fulfill our mission today and
in the future. Every gift - whether $10,000 or $10 - makes
a difference. Here are the many ways to give:
Cash Gifts
Gifts of Stock, Bonds & Mutual Funds
Gifts of Personal Property
Matching Gifts from employers
Planned Gifts and Bequests.
You can make your contributions by check, credit card or
by contributing online. To learn more about giving to Levitt
Quinn contact Tai Glenn, Executive Director at (213) 4821800 or tglenn@levittquinn.org.
Levitt Quinn
A Nonprofit Family Law Center

