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Executive Director's Message
Levitt & Quinn Family Law Center is the only legal services
program in Los Angeles County with a full time advocate
dedicated to the family law problems of veterans.
Beginning
this month,
Rebecca
Miller, Levitt
&
Quinn's Equal Justice Works AmeriCorps Legal Fellow, will
provide assistance to veterans with family law issues
including dissolution, support, custody and visitation.
Levitt & Quinn has been providing family law services to
homeless veterans for five years and has now expanded
its program to include a full time advocate who will meet
with homeless veterans on site at community centers, the
Veterans Administration, homeless shelters and other
locations throughout the county.
Over 8,000 veterans are homeless in Los Angeles every
night. There is an enormous unmet need for legal services
for veterans. The RAND Corporation estimates that of the
1.64 million service members deployed to Iraq or
Afghanistan as of October 2007, 300,000 suffer from post
traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) or major depression
which contribute to homelessness.
The Veterans
Administration has reported child support arrears, legal
services and family reconciliation assistance as top ten
unmet needs for homeless veterans each year since 2008.
In California, unpaid child support results in driver's license
suspension, which is an often insurmountable obstacle for
recovering homeless veterans attempting to find
employment and a home. Many homeless veterans face
enormous child support arrears that accumulated while
they were homeless because they could not or did not
address pending family law matters and failed to inform
the court of their reduced ability to pay support.
Embarrassment and fear arising from child support arrears
often prevent veterans from contacting their families and
children. Due to the economic and family reunification
implications, child support arrears will be a primary focus
of Levitt & Quinn's Homeless Veterans Project.
The
project includes a pro bono component through which
private attorneys will provide representation to homeless
veterans.
The ultimate goal of Levitt & Quinn's partnership with
Equal Justice Works and the Veteran Legal Corps is to
improve the lives of veterans - once relied upon to serve

their country as members of the armed
forces - and enable them to return to
civilian life
as successful community
members.

For more information and
pricing, click here.

Thank You Supporters
Special thanks to all our
sponsors and supporters
for making the 2013 Stand
for Justice Gala a huge
success. View photos from
the event.
Please take a few minutes
to view the 2013 Stand for
Justice Video which
premiered at the 2013
Gala.

Levitt & Quinn in the
Daily Journal

Tai Glenn

Board President's Message
Wow. What an evening! Thank you for making our 2014
Stand for Justice Gala the most successful yet. This
event is the most important of the year in terms of
bringing in a large part of the money Levitt & Quinn Family
Law Center needs to continue into the next year helping
families and children.

2013 Stand for Justice

I hope all 425 of you that attended enjoy the photos in
this issue and enjoyed the evening. It was a beautiful
late summer night at the Skirball and we all enjoyed
cocktails and hors d'ouvres while the sun went down
behind the hills. There was a lively silent auction after
which everyone gathered for dinner and to honor Judge
Scott Gordon and Toyota Financial Services. Special
thanks to Fritz Coleman who was the master of
ceremonies and auctioneer extraordinaire.

Honoree Supervising
Judge Scott M. Gordon
and Marina Zakiyan

Judge Gordon is obviously loved and
respected by his colleagues and friends and
we are grateful to him for being our
honoree.
Toyota Financial Services has
given tremendous financial support to our
Adoption Program in large part thanks to
the commitment of board member and
Toyota Financial Services General Counsel,
Katherine Adkins. We were proud to honor
Toyota as the Corporation of the Year.

Read about Levitt & Quinn's
record-breaking fundraiser in
the Daily Journal

Thanks to all of you for your continued support.

Dinah Ruch

C o-founder Ziva Nauman
and Michael Levitt son of
C o-founder Ethel Levitt

Scott Klopert, Andrea
Klopert, Jen Joseph,
Jeff Joseph, Debbie

Mother and Daughter Find Safe Haven
In early August, Magdalena* came to Levitt & Quinn
Family Law Center in search of a safe haven. She had
fled her home with her young daughter in June after her
husband violently attacked and almost suffocated her.
Magdalena sought refuge in a shelter for domestic
violence victims but was forced to flee to a new shelter
because her abuser had used her mobile phone to locate
the first safe haven. When Magdalena came to Levitt &
Quinn she had a restraining order hearing scheduled in less
than two weeks and no access to money to pay an
attorney. She had prepared her own restraining order

Ravden & Daran Ravden
To see more photos from
the event, visit our
Facebook page

Donate a Computer
and Support Levitt &
Quinn's Mission
Levitt & Quinn is in need of
five computers for its
interns and volunteers. If
you have a gently used
computer that will run
Windows 7 please email
msrolestar@levittquinn.org
to make a tax deductible
donation.

Major Donors
To read about donors that
share our vision click here
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petition, but needed an attorney to represent her at the
hearing. The upcoming hearing was important not only for
Magdalena's own safety, but also for her daughter's
safety, as she too had been repeatedly threatened with
physical violence.
Heightening the concern and the
significance of the upcoming hearing, Magdalena found out
that her husband had responded to her escape by filing a
request for sole custody of their daughter. Levitt & Quinn
reached out to the private bar for assistance and civil firm
Latham & Watkins LLP responded.
Latham & Watkins
attorneys quickly got up to speed in the case and met
with Magdalena within days. The team was able to gain
her trust with their confident and gentle questioning. Their
presence, in addition to their hard work and preparation,
was critical in the case and meant the world to
Magdalena. The hearing took the better part of the day
and the Latham & Watkins attorneys empowered
Magdalena every step of the way . In the end they
obtained a protective order for Magdalena and her
daughter who remain in hiding. Magdalena thanked the
Latham & Watkins attorneys saying, "since the moment I
met you I felt very sure that I was in good hands. Your
help has been so wonderful for me and I hope many more
people are able to have this same benefit." "We feel very
fortunate that Levitt & Quinn asked Latham to assist
Magdalena at this very critical time of her life and are
extremely pleased that we could help her find that safe
haven she was looking for. We could not have done it
without the critical support from Tai Glenn and Amanda
Fleming throughout the whole process. It was truly a
team effort." said Latham & Watkins attorney team
member John Harabedian.
*Not client's real name.

Levitt & Quinn Welcomes New Additions
to Board of Directors
Levitt & Quinn is proud to introduce its three newest
board members, David Deaton, Scott Klopert and Cari M.
Pines.
David Deaton - A partner at O'Melveny &
Myers, Mr. Deaton is nationally recognized
for his work in health care law and is the
newest member of the Levitt & Quinn
Board of Directors. In his thirteen years
with O'Melveny & Meyers, he has solidified
his reputation as a top-tier attorney for
the regulatory, enforcement and business
matters of health care organizations. A
frequent lecturer and contributor to national legal
publications, he was named one of the country's
"Outstanding Healthcare Fraud & Compliance Lawyers" by
Nightingale's Healthcare News. Since joining the board at
Levitt & Quinn, Mr. Deaton has been a successful
ambassador for its mission giving our support base a much
appreciated boost. Mr. Deaton's full biography is available
here.
Scott Klopert - Levitt

& Quinn Family

Law

Center

welcomes Scott Klopert to its Board of
Directors. One of the founding partners
at the family law firm Klopert & Ravden,
Mr. Klopert joined the Levitt & Quinn
Board of Directors in May of this year. A
member of the Los Angeles County and
Beverly Hills Bar Associations' Family Law
Sections, Mr. Klopert has been a Certified
Family Law Specialist since 2005.
His
talents have been lauded by his clients as
well as his peers, with Southern California Super Lawyers
naming him a "Super Lawyer" from 2010 through 2013 and
a "Rising Star" between 2004 and 2007. Mr. Klopert's
involvement in fundraising has already made him a valuable
asset to the mission of Levitt & Quinn.
Cari M. Pines - In 1993 Cari Pines began
her career as one of the youngest female
sole practitioners dedicated to family law
in Los Angeles.
A State Bar Certified
Family Law Specialist, Ms. Pines is the
current Chairperson of the SFVBA Family
Law Section and serves on the LACBA
Family Law Section Executive Committee.
Her experience as a mother of a child with
special needs underscores her dedication to and
experience with representing such families. As an expert
in the field, Ms. Pines has authored numerous articles and
lectured at professional conferences and symposia. Her
enthusiasm and commitment have made her a wonderful
addition to the board. You can read more about Cari
Pines and Pines Laurent, LLP here.

Harris ● Ginsberg LLP Supports
Levitt & Quinn's Fall eNewsletter
The Levitt & Quinn Fall eNewsletter is made possible by
the financial support of Harris ● Ginsberg LLP. Harris
Ginsberg supports the mission of Levitt & Quinn to provide
affordable family law representation for low income families
in Los Angeles and has been an ongoing supporter of
Levitt & Quinn's cause for many years. "Levitt & Quinn
plays a very important role in the family law community for
those who cannot afford, but need access to justice,"
said Senior Partner Suzanne Harris. "We are proud to align
ourselves with such a worthy cause."
Harris ● Ginsberg LLP is a Los Angeles-based family law
firm dedicated to offering its clients the highest quality
legal representation. The firm's practice encompasses the
full range of domestic relations law, including dissolution of
marriage, separation, nullity, domestic partnerships,
support, child custody, visitation, division of property,
prenuptial and postnuptial agreements.

How You Can Support
Levitt & Quinn Family Law Center

In many ways, Levitt & Quinn Family Law Center can be
measured by the overall financial commitment and
participation of its donors. Approximately, more than half
of Levitt & Quinn's operating budget is from law firms,
corporations, foundations and individuals. By contributing
to Levitt & Quinn, you ensure that we can fulfill our
mission today and in the future. Every gift, whether
$10,000 or $10, makes a difference. There are many ways
to give:
●
●
●
●
●

Cash Gifts
Gifts of Stock, Bonds & Mutual Funds
Gifts of Personal Property
Matching Gifts from employers
Planned Gifts and Bequests.

To learn more about giving to Levitt & Quinn contact
Tai Glenn, Executive Director at (213) 482-1800
or tglenn@levittquinn.org. To contribute online, please
visit our secure donation page here.

Levitt Quinn
A Nonprofit Family Law Center
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